	Agreement in order to form an authentication Committee 

of the works of  René MAGRITTE


The undersigned have agreed to form a committee for the authentication of the works of René Magritte.

With regards to the importance of the work of René Magritte and the growing interest therein, and consequently, considering the apparition of fake or doubtful works, the undersigned have, within the limits of  their means and their knowledge, decided, in order to save René Magritte’s work, to propose their opinion to those who are interested in consulting them on the authenticity of the works of René Magritte.

1.

The Committee shall, in principle, be composed of six persons : three experts and three external personalities. Mrs Gisèle Ollinger will be the chairman of the committee. 

2.

The opinions given on behalf of the Committee shall be made, pursuant to the following procedure:

First, one of the experts shall examine the work and consult the documentation thereof and shall make a report to the Committee which shall deliberate and collectively give its opinion.

The opinions given by the Committee on the authenticity are relative. The undersigned shall make their best efforts, to put their knowledge and their know-how at the disposal of those who consult the Committee but they do not pretend to be infallible : they shall make their best efforts to give a correct opinion but they don’t warrant its exactness.

3.

No opinion shall be given by and on behalf of the Committee unless the person who consults it, has, beforehand, filled a request for the opinion of the Committee, based on the model attached hereto that limits the commitment and the liability of the members of the Committee to what it is specified therein.

In the event the identity of the applicant, the owner of the work, or the proxy is  incomplete, the Committee may refuse to examine the authentication application. In that case, it shall refund the received amounts, after deduction of the costs it may have borne.
4.

It is freely and because of the esteem and the respect the undersigned have for one and the others that they have decided to form this Committee. Its composition can be modified in the future, in case of departure of one of its members or in case of cooptation. The decisions concerning the admission or the withdrawal of members of the Committee shall be taken in unanimity, it being understood that each member is free to resign at any time.

5.

The meeting of the Committee shall be held, in principle, in March and in October, if a request of authentication have been submitted to it. The Committee shall be called by the President. The communication of documents transmitted by any and all persons that appeals to the Committee can be made by mail. The Committee can express itself on its behalf since it does it under the signature of two thirds of its members.

6.

The Committee does not form an association or a partnership. It has no social assets and no legal form. It is a reunion of persons who are, in the opinion of the Committee, fully qualified, under one or the other title, to be part of the Committee. 

The costs of functioning of the Committee are met by the fees paid by those who require the Committee’s opinion, it being understood that those amounts shall always be fixed in order to form a fund intended to cover the costs, only, in the sole interest of the work of René Magritte and its authentication. The members of the Committee are not being paid.

The Committee shall appoint one of its member to open a bank account on its behalf. This bank account shall function with the signature of two of its members, appointed by the Committee for this purpose.

7.

The Committee shall decide, each time it shall have the opportunity to meet, of the place and of the purposes of those meetings. One of the members shall be appointed to ensure the secretaryship of the Committee and to keep its archives. The address of the Committee is presently the address of the Magritte Foundation.

Made in Brussels, this 30th of March, 2000

Modified this 8th of January 2010
